MEETING PEOPLE

Ever sine Ganapati had settled at Arunachalam, he had
been longing to learn Rig Veda in the'traditional way. So he
chose a teacher and by the end of the year, had learnt to recite
the whole of Rig Veda; and then he studied the commentary
on it.

Now that he was a Vedic scholar, his advice was
sought whenever doubts arose in connection with Vedic rites.
Poets and writers made a beeline to his residence for guidance.
People in adversity approached him for solace. Admirers
were numerous. He was left with no time to continue his
tapas.

One day a man called Sathanjeri A. Ramaswamy
Ayyar from Madras came to see Ganapati. He was a clerk in
the High Court. Ramaswamy Ayyar felt a peculiar joy on
touching the feet of Ganapati whose very appearance woke
up memories of ages in him. He requested Ganapati to accept
him as a disciple. Ramaswamy Ayya^s great saint grand
father was a who had sung the praise of God and wrote lucid
commentaries on the Upanishads (These were subsequently
published by the Theosophical Society). Upanishad Brahmam
was a friend ofTyagaraja's father. Tyagaraja when he visited
Kancheepuram, stayed in the As-hramam of Upanishad
Brahmam. Rairiaswamy Ayyar

instinctively believed that Ganapati in his previous birth was
none else than Upanishad Brahmam. So he sought the
blessings of Ganapati for the well being of all the progeny of
Upanishad Brahmam and then got himself initiated into the
Mantra of Ganapati.

Ramaswamy Ayyar came to Arunachala every month
to see Ganapati and he persuaded Ganapati to visit Madras
once. As soon as Ganapati arrived at his home in Madras,
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